CHAPTER II
THE GERMANS

George I.   : 1714-1727
George II.: 1727-1760

THE ACT OF Settlement gave Great Britain her German kings: it was
rendered necessary by the untimely death of " the most hopefull the
Prince William Duke of Gloucester (the only surviving issue of Her
Royall Highness the Princess Ann of Denmark)/' in July 1700. The tragic
event brought " unspeakable grief and sorrow " to the country, and occasioned
much speculation as to how the succession would be regulated now that it was
certain that William III. would not remarry and unlikely that Anne would have
other children. Ardent Jacobites continued to hope that some sort of arrangement
might be made with the exiled king to maintain the succession rights of his family;
but their inability clearly to define the form of that arrangement, and James's
refusal to abjure the Catholic faith, dashed the Jacobite hopes to the ground;
and they were driven to face what for them was the ugly fact that the majority
of their fellow-countrymen were determined that there should be no risk of a
return of Catholicism to the land. In some quarters the claims of a Savoyard
prince were freely canvassed. Victor Amadeus of Savoy was the husband of
Anna Maria, the daughter of James II.'s sister Henrietta: he had fought on the
side of the allies against France, and had " sons to spare." But Victor Amadeus
enjoyed an unfortunate reputation of being a rather shifty person in diplomacy ;
and although it was said that he was not averse from allowing one of his sons to
abjure the Catholic faith in order to acquire a kingdom, there was a more general
feeling in favour of the counter-proposal which sought to make a thorough-
going Protestant princess Anne's successor.

It will be recalled that James L's daughter Elizabeth had married the
Elector Palatine Frederick. Their daughter Sophia was the widow of Ernest
Augustus, Duke of Brunswick-Luneburg, who had become the first Elector of
Hanover; and despite her seventy years was a most remarkable woman, who
combined in her person Stuart charm and German practicability. She was a
staunch Protestant: her sons were capable soldiers, particularly the eldest,
George. Lewis, Elector of Hanover, when the Act of Settlement was under
discussion. He was effectively inoculated with the serum of Francophobia,

and was therefore a persona grata with William III, who saw in France the menace
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